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DEDICATION. 


BELOVED IN Henker. 


THE following Sermon Was 
delivered to a Church of Chriſt, 
many years paſt ; and printed 
as it was preached, according 
as it was taken down in Short- 
Hand, without Correction. The 
proceeding Sermon having been 
ſome years out of Print, ſeveral 
Friends have defired a Second 
EpiTIoN, I have, therefore, 

a ſectionately 
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aſſeclionately complied with their 
requeſt. There are ſeveral in- 
accuracies in this ſhort Diſcourſe, 
but Twas not willing to tranſpoſe 
any Sentences, but let it ap- 
hear in its primitive unperfect 


Dreſs, as it was delivered ex- 


bempore. On 
"va 
Chr tian Reader, 
In the Goſpel « Chr 1ſt, 


Thy Servant, 
W. A. CLARKE. 


LILY GATHERED, Sc. 


MATT. CHAP, v. VER. VI. 


* BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH DO HUNGER- 


AND THIRST AFTER RICHTEOUSNESS: FOR 
THEY SHALL BE FILLED.” 


HE = life of our Lord and 
Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt, was one - 


rontinijed ſcene of doing good; 
hence, as one ſaid, no moment lin- 


gered unemployed or unimproved 
below. Wiſt ye not that J muſt be 


1 about 


„ 
about my Father's buſineſs (a)? 
truly was applicable to the whole 
oeconomy of the Lord Chriſt; 
he came from the boſom of the 
Father, not to do his own will, 
but the will of him that ſent him, 
and the work which the Father 
aligned him to do, that he per- 
formed, not with regret, not with 
a reluctancy of mind, but he per- 
formed all the work which was 
aſſigned him to do, with pleaſure, 
and with delight; Hence we find 
that the deportment and the work 
of the Redeemer agreed with that 
glorious and precious prediction 
of the royal Plſalmiſt; namely, 
e Lo, I come: in the volume of 


2 


* _ * tl. At.A. Aoa.. * — 
— — — 1 Rt. » — — 


(a) Luke ii. 49. 


the 


ESI 

| the Book it is written of me: I 
delight to do thy will, O my God: 
yea, thy law is within my heart. 
(3)... The infinite juſtice of God 
required a pleaſurable and a per- 
fect. obedience: and could not 
poſſibly in its nature diſpenſe 
With any thing inadequate to its 
requirements; and therefore, we 
find that the body which was 
prepared for the Lord Jeſus, the 
whole frame of his nature, and 
his. holy, his immaculate Soul, 
acquieſced in all the divine en- 
gagements ; acquieſced in . every 
divine prediction; and accom- 
pliſhed that work, by his active 
and paſhve rightouſneſs, which 
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(5) Pſalm xl. 7, 8. 
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the Father delighted in, and 
which all the ſaints of God will 
glory in, to an endleſs eternity. 
Chriſt could ſay unto his Father, 
* I have finiſhed the work which 
thou gaveſt me to do (c).“ And 
well is it for all thoſe who are 
called by the diſcriminating grace 
and favour of God, out of their 
native blindneſs, to ſee themſelves 
intereſted in that glorious and 


ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs, which juſti- 
fies from all things (d); who are 


brought to ſee themſelves inter- 
eſted in the atoning blood; and 
brought to experience an appli- 
cation of the promiſes of the 


Lord to their ſouls, by the power 


(c) John xvii, 4. (d) Atts xiii, 39. 
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of the divine Spirit of God; 
thoſe and thoſe only will be happy 
in life; thoſe only will be happy in 
death; thoſe only vill be bleſſed 
and happy in eternity. Reſpecting 
the words which I have now read, 
I have no doubt but the greateſt 
part of you in the preſence of 
the all-wiſe and omniſcient God, 
are in {ome ſenſe acquainted with, 
as they are a part of that glorious. 
and incomparable ſermon, which 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt preached 
unto his diſciples that came to 
him: Every ſentence truly may 
be ſaid to be of the moſt inva- 
Juable nature, pregnant with con- 
ſolation, rich and big with cordial 
comfort unto the people of God; 
eſpecially when brought to feel 

„A4 _- them- 


* 2 * » — 
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themſelves under the benign infſu- 
ences of God the Spirit; and when 
they are enabled to ſay, Such a 
promiſe, ſuch a bleſſing belongeth 
unto me; here I may prefume to 
aver, that no one can know the 
reality of any one Goſpel promiſe, 
unleſs it be applied in a ſovereign 


way. My reading of the ſacred 


promiſes; my meditating upon the 
promiſes; deliberating upon them 
and weighing the weighty expreſſi- 
ons in them; this can by no means 
give a foul ſatisfaction that is 
longing for enjoymeet“: Only a 
promiſe brought near, a promiſe 


» : um. 
Ss , - * * . * 


Not but that it is the indiſpenſable duty of 
of every God fearing ſoul, to meditate on the 
promiſes, and to pray over them; but none 
can apply but Cod the Spirit. 

ſuita- 


K 

ſutiably applied by the Spirit of 
truth, that only can give a ſoul 
ſolid peace, and make fuch a ſoul 
a witnefs for Jeſus, a witneſs of 
the ſovereignty of the Spirit of 
the Lord, in his free grace ap- 
plications unto the ſouls of them 
that are born in Zion. Bleffed 
are they which do hunger and 
thirſt: For they ſhall be filled.” 


In opening the words, we may 
conſider the following particulars. 


Firſt, Negatively, the Righteouſ- 
neſs here ſpoken of is not a Legal 
Righteouſneſs, fuch as the Jewiſh 
Rabbies and their adherents went 


about in order to eſtabliſh, which 


evidently demonſtrates their igno- 
rance 


(61200) 


range of God's Righteouſneſs(e); 
the Righteouſneſs of the Fathers 
deviſing, of the Son's working out, 
and of the Spirit's applying. 


3 Secondly, We may obſerve that 
| to hunger and thirſt after Right- 
eouſneſs, ſuppoſes a conviction of 
the want of Righteouſneſs. And, 


Thirdly, Such Souls may truly 
be ſaid to be bleſſed who feel their 
wants: theſe will experience, in the 
Lord's own time, the verity of the 
promiſe,” They ſhall be filled, that 
is, they mall be led to ſee them- 
ſelves intereſted in the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, and, in conſequence 


(ec) Rom. x. 4. ; 


of 


Eu 
of being led to ſee themfelves; in 
tereſted in the righteouſneſs that 


juſtifies from all things, * ſhall 
be ſatisfied. _ | 


And we mayobſerve, inthe Fourth 
place, What are the effects which 
a reception of ſuch Righteouſneſs, 
produces in the lives and conduct 
of them that are called by ſove- 
reign grace, and led to ſee them- 
ſelves intereſted in the Redeemer's 
love. Firſt then, we may ob- 
ſerve, negatively, that theſe words 

do not imply a Legal Righteoul- 

naeſs; for that righteouſneſs which 

the proud Phariſees ſought after, 
was not ſuch a Righteouſneſs 
which God, as a holy, as a divine 

Being, can take pleaſure in: for 

the 


1 


( 12 ) 


the infinitely ; great, the wiſe, and 
holy God, cannot take pleaſure or 
delight i in any thing that is imper- 
fect, in any thing that is ſinful or 
impure, Hence we find, the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, after he 
had experienced the work of Re- 
generation, Conviction, and Con- 
verſion unto God, by a revelation 
of Chriſt Jeſus in his heart; with 
all the becoming freedom of a gra- 
cious ſoul, he tells us by a ſpecimen 
of his own experience, how it was 
with him in his Pharifaical blind- 
neſs: ſays he,“ I was alive without 
the Law (f);” that is, he was alive 
In vain imagination, alive in vain 
conceit ; but ſays he, when the 


* * an do. ti n 
— — — — — = 
. * * 


(Rom. vii. 9. 
command- 


( 13 ) 
eommandment came, fin revived 
and I died: and that Law, which 
he took to be unto life, the com- 
mandment, he thought to enter 
into heaven by; he found it to 
be the miniſtration of condemna- 
tion, the miniſtration of death: and 
therefore, while in that ſituation, 
he was ſomething like deluded Uri- 
ah, who carried the credentials of 
his own death with him, into the 
field of Battle (g). That man or 
woman who goes about ſtriving to 
eſtabliſh or work out a righteouf- 
neſs of their own, will be repelled 
by what ſtands in the word of God 
againſt them, “thou art weighed 
m the balance, and art found want- 


TY 
ing ():“ The Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, expreſſing his own feelings, 
in another weighty and important 


place, prayed to the God of his 


Aalyation, that he might be found 


not in his own righteouſneſs which 
was of the Law; but in that right= 
eouſneſs which is by the faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt (z):* For it very evi- 
dently appears, that, from a con- 
viction wrought by the Spirit of 
God in his own ſoul, he ſaw © that 
the commandment of the Lord was 
exceeding broad; and he ſaw 
that infinite Juſtice, infinite Purity, 
muſt have an infinite ſatisfaction; 
hence, it may be averred, and that 
with the greateſt conſiſtency and 


* 


—_ 


() Dan, v. 27. (il Phil, iii, 9. 
juſtice; 


1 

juſtice ; that the righteouſneſs of 
the angelic hoſt, all joined together 
would not be a ſufficient rayment 
for a poor ſinner to enter into the 
Kingdom and Preſence of God, 
The tranſgreſſions of God's ele& 
were againſt an infinite and glorious 
King, an infinite and divine Being 
and as the tranſgreſſion was againſt 
an infinite Being, a divine Law- 
giver, a righteouſneſs, an obedience 
commenſurate to his own nature, 
agreeable: and compatible to the 
law, which 1s the true tranſcript 
of his mind; with ſuch a righte- 
ouſneſs, and nothing ſhort of this, 
could he diſpenſe with, nor could 
he juſtify any which came ſhort 
of his Law requirements, But 
we may obſerve, in the ſecond 
place, 
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place, That to hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, ſuppoſes, a 
ſenſibility of the inſufficiency of 
our own, and likewiſe a convic- 
tion, that there is a righteouſneſs 
wrought out, which doth juſtify 
all them that are helped to believe 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with 
their heart's unto ſalvation; now 


the ſoul that is led to hunger and 


thirſt, is led to ſee and feel that 


all his own righteouſneſſes are no 
better than filthy rags (j). He looks 
upon all his own doings with con- 


tempt, and with diſdain he loathes 


himſelf in the fight of God; and 
abhors himſelf in duſt and aſhes; 
and: ſees that his very raiment, 


” . ” 
2 r ͤ ˙m ĩ ãà FT” a... th Ah. ta Sond. * 


G) Tfaiah lxiv. 6. 


namely, 


4 
namely, his own doings, are no bet- 
ter than a ſpider's web ; and views 
that as fitly ſet forth by that figura- 
tive repreſentation of ©, Joſhua 
ſtanding before the Lordi in vile raj- 
ment (c); though I allow that paſ- 
ſage reſpecting Joſhua is to be conſi- 
dered in two ways: Firſt, as it al- 
ludes to the Lord Chriſt: and ſe- 
condly, as it alludes to his on peo- 
ple. To hunger and thirſt, there- 
fore, does imply, that the ſoul feels 
itſelf in a neceſſiated fituation, feels 
its poverty, feels its maladies, feels 
its nakedneſs, and is ſenſible ſuch is 
his ſituation by Nature, as it is ex- 
preſſed of one of the churches of 
Aſia, namely, a conviction of being 


(* Zech. iii. g. 
ohen L = * poor, 


[ ( 218 ) 
a © poor, and wretched, and miſer- 


” &able, and blind, and naked (!);* | 
the ſoul being drought to feel its 


= felf to that condition and ſituation 
0 as deſcribed 1 in that figurative way, 
1 by the Prophet Ezekiel, by the 
. image of a wretched infant, * one 


i caſt out into the open field, to the 
1 loathing of its perſon, in its blood 
and its uncleannefs (m,)“ it feels 1 its 
felf as incapable of ſpiritnal motion 
it finds itſelf as incapable of work- 
Ing out a righteouſneſs of its own 
which God can ſmile upon and ap- 
prove, as he is incapable of raiſing 
the duſt to life, or plucking the ſun 
from its meridian glory; he is as 
eee of n ſpiritual 


— — 


„ 
— 


(!) Rev. iii 14. * Ezck. xvi. 5. 6. 
dog ?: actions, 


( 19) 

actions, as he is incapable of cauſ- 
ing ſuch revolutions in Nature. 
Now, it is certain, none was ever 
convicted of the neceſſity of a bet- 
ter righteouſneſs than his own, no 
one was ever brought to ſee the 
depravity of his nature, and the 
ſufficiency of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
unleſs wrought - upon by the un- 
fruſtrable operation of the grace of 
God. Hence it is faid in poetic 
Ale: „01 


To feel our wants, is half the cure; 
To know ourſelves, is half the way to heaven. 


The ſoul that is brought to feel 
theſe hungrings and thirſtings, is 
in truth a diſciple of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, a ſcholar in the ſchool of 
Chriſt, one whoſe deſires are hea- 

5 MS ven- 


my 
% 


l 


— X 
3 —— — 


_— — * — — 
"Xx: BS ab EET I 
- 22 
* . . — 5 


(20 


ven-ward, God-ward, and Chriſt- 
ward; the ſoul that is brought thus 
to hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
nels, is not led to thirſt aſter right- 
eouſneſs“, he is ſenſible that the 
Arminian web will not do for him 
to ſtand in before a heart ſearching 
and a reins-trying God, therefore 
the righteouſneſs he thirſts after, 
18 a righteouſneſs wrought by the 
Son of God; a labour wrought out 
by the life and finiſhed by the death 
of Chriſt, his active and paſſive obe- 


dience: which are joined together 


like the blood and water: this the 


— 


Every ſubject of grace have a righteous 
principle implanted in them, in the work of 
regeneration; but that righteous principle is 


not the juſtifying righteouſneſs of God's elect. 
child 


4 

child of God wants to know, as his 
covering garment in the fight of a 
holy God; © bleſſed are they which 
do hunger and thirſt after righteoul- 
neſs, for they ſhall be filled: © Now 
this hunger and thirſt diſcovers a 
perſon to be ſpiritual; a man may 
find an inſatiate thirſt after the 
things of this life, a man may hun- 
ger and thirſt for riches, may hun- 
ger and thirſt for honours, he may 
hunger and thirſt for the beggarly 
elements of this world, he may be 
the moſt indefatigable, the moſt 
aſſiduous creature living, he may 
ſtudy, he may riſe up early and ſit 
up late, and make uſe of every 
moment to obtain what he thirſts 
after, and is hungring for, and 
when has graſped his deſire, he has 
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embraced vanity, which as a ſilent 
voice, Happineſs cannot be mini- 
ſtred by me; but in the ſpiritual 
that feel the hunger and thirſt we 
ſpeak of, this hunger and thirſt 
may be conſidered as a manifeſt 
evidence of a ſoul being born of 
God, a ſoul being the ſubject of 


the divine favours a ſoul being 


brought out from amongſt the 


ungodly, and of a ſoul having 
become a pilgrim, a follower of 
the divine Redeemer; and I may 


add, that every ſoul that feels 


what it is to hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, ſhall aſſuredly come 
to the enjoyment of eternal bleſſed- 


neſs and glory, as ſure as the aſ- 


cended Saviour now appears in the 


Preſence of the Father in behalf of 


all his dear people. For theſe hun- 
grings 


12839 


grings and thirſtings never were cre- 
ated in any but elect ſouls; veſſels 
of honour, whom the Lord pre- 
deſtinated to the adoption of chil- 
dren (u), before the foundation of 
the world; therefore it evidently 
appears, that in the grand platform 
when all the divine determinations 
were fixed by a decretive reſolve, 
the very time was fixed when the 
Holy Spirit ſhould quicken the 
elect; the time was fixed when 
hungrings and thirſtings ſhould be 


created in their breaſt: hence we 


read of the times of refreſhing 


from the preſence of the Lord (o); 
we read of a time and ſeaſon, re- 
ſpecting the bleſſings of nature, 
providence and grace; and ve 


(n) Eph. i, 5. (0) Acts iii, 19. 
"BY read 
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read of Chriſt Jeſus appearing in 
the fullneſs of time, and he was 
delivered by the determined coun- 
ſel of God at the appointed time , 
it was not in the power of Pilate 
to crucify the Lord Jeſus; it was 
not in the power of the Jews to 
ſtone him; why? becauſe the fo- 
lemn predeſtinated period was not 
come; ſo that reſpecting theſe hun- 
gerings and thirſtings, theſe divine 
tokens which the Lord had given, 
theſe tokens are for good; and 
if he had meant to have deſtroyed 
them, he would not have {hewn 
them ſuch things (/): Fleſh and 


blood never created divine breath- 


ings after the righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt; fleſn and blood never creat- 


8 
— 


* 


(2 Judges xili. 22. 


ed 
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ed hungrings and thirſtings after 
righteouſneſs: Therefore, the ſoul 
hungers for this righteouſneſs, to 
feel it imputed put on, and it 
hungers to feed on Chriſt the flaiigh- 
tered Lamb, who died once with- 
out the gates of Jeruſalem for 
the ſins of his people (). But I 
would obſerve, thirdly, that ſuch 
ſouls that hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, they are bleſſed: 
hence it is they ſhall be filled, 
that is, they ſhall be ſatisfied; It 
is ſaid in the Pfalnis, as the voice 
of an individual, and it may be 
conſidered as the voice of all 
God's people at times : © When 
I awake after thy likeneſs, I 


— — 


— 


() Heb, ix. 28. 
mall 


CY} 


ſhall be ſatisfied (r).” Now reſpe&- 
ing the Lord's people, as theſe 
are under the bleſſing of the 
Lord; ſeeing they are bleſſed, 
none can revoke the bleſſing which 
God has beſtowed upon them; 
none can diſinherit the hungring 
and thirſting fouls; none can undo 
what the Spirit of God hath ef- 
fectually wrought in their breaſts: 
Now they ſhall be ſatisfied : you 
ſee it is an abſolute promiſe, I 
don't find that it clogged with 
any condition. They ſhall be 
filled, and they only ſhall be filled 
and ſatisfied, with this righteoul- 
neſs, which juſtifies from all things: 
from which a ſoul: cannot be juſ- 


(7) Plalm xvii. 25. () As xiii. 30. 


tified. 


62770 
tified by the law of Moſes (s); 
neither by the ceremonial law; 
neither by Mount Sinai's fie ry law: 
For Chriſt, unto hungry and thirſ- 
ty ſouls, is the end of the law 
Tor righteouſneſs; the end of the 
ceremonial, and the end of Mount 
Sinai's law, for juſtifying righte- 
ouſneſs .. Happy, yea bleſled, 
are they that hunger and thirſt 
aſter righteouſneſs. But, Sirs, we 
mult obſerve, that this righteouſ- 
neſs which juſtifies, 1s upon all the 
ele of God, even in their natu- 
ral ſtate; conſidered in a decre- 


(s) Acts xiii. 29. 


* Not but that all the ſubjects of grace, de- 
light in the law of God, according to the inne“ 


man. 3 
tive 


( 28 ) 
tive way and manner. I don't 
view God's people, that they were 
choſen, as exempt from the right- 
eouſneſs which was to be wrought 
out; they were viewed and cho- 
ſen, as pure and holy: But then 
their being choſen, as pure and 
holy, was as ſtanding in the Lord 
Jeſus, and through the divine and 
ſpotleſs raiment, the virtue and 
efficacy of the blood of Chriſt: 
the intrinſic value of the blood 
of atonement, was viewed by the 
eternal Father! By the Almighty 
Son! By the eternal Spirit! And, 
Sirs, the very end was fixed in 
the glorious ſettlement, and all the 
intervening things, that ſhould 
take place in a providential way; 
all that ſhould take place on the 
theatre 


( 29 } 


theatre of this world; reſpecting 
his own elect, all were conſidered ; 
and, by a foyereign decree, were to 
harmonize together, to bring all 
the army of elect ſouls home to 
the . heavenly gardener, to the 
glorious ocean of bliſs and hap» 
pineſs. But, in the laſt place, I 
am to conſider the effects of this 
righteouſneſs, which is upon all 
them who are called by the grace 
of God, who are brought to re- 
nounce their own righteouſneſs, and 
to depend upon this righteoufneſt 
and no other. The Lord in his 
own time makes this manifeſt ; he 
makes manifeſt his own righte- 
ouſneſs, which he ment to preſent 
them in, in eternal bliſs and glory, 
by a free diſcovery of his love; 
and, 
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and, by a diſcovery of the ſuita- 
bleneſs of this righteouſneſs, he, 
5 by a divine power, puts it on the 
4 ſoul, and then pronounces it 
comely (t) in his fight; as it was 
ſaid of Joſhua, when the Lord 
cauſed his iniquities to paſs away, 
cloathed him with change of rai- 
ment, and ſet a fair mitre upon 
his head; then he pronounced 
him, and his fellows, men won- 
dered at (v). This righteouſneſs 
it is emphatically ſpoken of, in 
Iſaiah xxxii. and the 17th verſe; 
« Then judgment ſhall dwell in 
the wilderneſs, and righteouſneſs 
ſhall remain in the fruitful field.” 


'4 ui. 14. (v) Zech. iii. 5, 8. 
By 
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( 32 ) 
By this fruitful field, we are to 
underſtand the Church Militant, 
which is a field, truly fruitful, as 
under the bleſſing of an Almighty 
Lover: And the work of righte- 
ouſneſs, namely, of Chriſt's right- 
eouſneſs, ſhall be peace, and the 
effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs, 
and aſſurance for ever. And 


my people ſhall dwell in a peace- 


able habitation, and in ſure dwell- 


ings, and in quiet reſting places 
(u).“ Now 1t evidently appears, 
that thoſe, who are brought to 
know that, this glorious: garment 


of their elder brother is put upon 


them; 1s a manifeſtative evidence 


(v) Iſaiah xxxii. 17, 18. 
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1 ( 82 
4 to their ſouls, that they ſtand com- 
plete in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
bh this. fills THEM, fires their ſouls, 
11 with zeal and love, and the divine 
5 Redeemer, for the Lord Chriſt: 
. And likewiſe, works up in their 
breaſt, an indignation to every 
evil; they experience peace, 
thro' the atoning blood of Jeſus ; 
for being juſtified by faith, they 
are brought to have peace with 
God, through the Lord Jefus 
Chriſt. They experience joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt, for the glorious 
Goſpel realites, when they are 
brought home with the energy 
and power of God, the divine 
Spirit; the ſoul cannot prevent 
that taking place in a ſovereign 


Way, which the Lord has deſigned 


for 


„ 


for his people: And therefore, 
they are brought to feel that joy 
which is unſpeakable, and full of 
glory; their ſouls likewiſe, are 
brought to a ſubmiſſion to the will 
of God; they are brought to a 
ſubmiſſion to his wiſe providence; 
they are brought to a ſubmiſ- 
fon into his whole will; for the 
grace and Spirit of the Lord, 
which worked powerfully at his 
own times and in his own decre- 
tive ſeaſons, upon the fouls of his 
own children; however compli- 
cated, however gloomy or con- 
traſted Providence may be; yet 
the grace and ſpirit of God brings 
them to a divine ſubmiſſion ; brings 
them to a ſubmiſſion to the Divine 
Will, even as a tried Job was 


C brought 


(384) 


brought to ſay, after all thoſe 
bereaving Providences; The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taketh away; bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord (20).“ Or as King 
Hezekiah was helped to ſay, when 
it was told him, after he had en- 
tertained the meſſengers of the 
king of Babylon, and ſhewn them 
his houſe and precious things; and 
being lifted up with pride, the 
Lord told him what ſhould take 
place reſpecting his child ren; that 
they, with all the precious things 
he had ſhewn to the meſſengers, 
ſhould be carried captive into 


Babylon : But the man of God 


— — 


() Job a 21. 


calmly 


( 


calmly ſaid, © Good is the word of 
the Lord ().“ Sovereign grace and 
divine love, which they are made 
partakers of, that hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, will bring them 
to this divine ſubmiſſion. But it 
may be aſked, Is this always the 
caſe? No. There is not an indivi- 
dual ſubject of grace, but finds him- 
ſelf in different frames; he may find 
himſelf rebellious: ſtrange viciſſi- 
tude ! but ſo it is. God's people of- 
ten find that, when they would do 
good, evil is preſent with them; 
and that the evil they would not, 
that they do; while they have 
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00) Iſaiah 39. | b 
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( 36 ) 


cauſe to ſay, Bleſſed be the hand 
that redeemed me; and the blood 
that has atoned for my fins; 
Bleſſed be the Lord, that has co- 
vered me with the mantle of his 
righteouſneſs; and I ſee myſelf 
blelled and ſecured, in the boſom 
of an unchangeable lover. Yet I 
have reaſon to cry! O wretched 
man that I am (z)! I have reaſon 


, to] cry out, of my vilenels, of my 


* 


But again, they chat hunger and 
thirſt after Righteouſneſs, they find 
that the Spirit of grace produces, 


and raiſes an hatred to every evil, 


2 r 


679 Rom. vii. 24. 


an 


697 

an hatred to all fin, and they 
loath themſelves on account of fin; 
But again, the grace favours of 
the Lord lead thoſe that are the 
ſubjects of divine love, to love 
and to regard the people of God; 
we know faid one that knew his 
own heart, and knew his Chriſt, 
that we are paſled from death 
unto life; becauſe we love the 
Brethren, i. e. that is, a goſpel 
evidence of a ſoul being the ſub- 
ject of grace; they love the ways 
of God, they lovechis word, they 
love his ordinances, they love 
every goſpel truth; they have a 
zeal for all che glory of his word, 
a zeal for the glory of his lanctu- 
ary. Bleſſed therefore, are they 
which do hunger and thirſt aiter 

Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs; for they ſhall be 
filled. . | 


You ſee here Brethren, that thoſe 
who are. the ſubje&s of divine 
fayour, they are here diſtinguiſhed, 
they are people that hunger and 
. thirſt after Righteouſneſs; that is 
them that are manifeſted to be 
the ſubjects of divine favour, for 
all the ele& of God are not; there 
may be ten thouſand, and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand, upon 
the face of the earth uncalled⸗ 
for what we can tell, but they are 
all in their nature ſtate precious in 
the fight of God, and he will call 
them in time, to know the reality 
of what is contained in this pre- 
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cious portion. Bleſled are they 
which 


( 89 ) 
which do hunger and thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs: For —_— ſhall be 
filled. | 


But it is time now for me to 
make ſome few remarks, according 
as I propoſed, reſpecting the re- 
moval of a YourTn, who attended 
frequently the miniſtration. of the 
word in this place; theſe words, 
which I have now been attending 
to, were made ſweet and precious 
to the ſoul of the deceaſed, for he 
exprelled to his parents, and that 
with a degree of delight and plea- 
ſure, that theſe words: belonged 
to him, he was. helped to claim 
them as his own. Bleſſed are they 
which do hunger and thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs: For they ſhall be 

filled. 
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(49 ) 
filled. And therefore, by his being 
helped to ſay unto his parents, 
when the ſacred portion was read, 
according to his defire, “ thoſe 
words belong unto me, they are 
mine.” It is very evident that he 
experienced thirſtings in his ſoul ; 
that he experienced hungrings in 
his breaſt; and likewiſe, he ſaw 
that he was intereſled in the bleſ- 
ling in the words; and in his 
expreſſions, was helped to ſpeak 
in the language of faith, to ſpeak 
in appropriating language, they 
are mine, they belong unto me: 
He farther, according unto the ac- 
count that was related unto me, 
diſcovered his great love unto the 
ſacred Scriptures, 
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I can- 


I cannot refrain here from a 
ſhort digreſſion: O that if it might 
be, that there was ſuch a hun- 
gring and thirſting creating in your 
breaſts, that are young, that God 
created in the breaſt of the deceaſed 
Youth ; and my heart's deſire is, if 
it is the pleaſure of the Lord, that 
you might be brought to revere, 
and ſtudy the ſacred Scriptures, 
which are able to make wile unto 
Salvation. In the former part of 
the days of his youth (he frankly 
acknowledged to me) that his mind 
was lifted up with vanity; he was oß 
an aſpiring turn of mind, wanted 
to make * figure in life“. But 


* The youth had a bright genius, and was 
bringing up to the law. 
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when it was the pleaſure of the 
Lord to overtake him by a bodily 
diſeaſe, which ſickneſs and time, 
when he was to be arreſted by 
it, was as ſurely fixed in the eter- 
nal unerring wiſdom of God, as 
the application of free-grace pro- 
miſes to his ſoul : Therefore the 
Lord laid his hand upon him, in 
a ſovereign way, and led him to 
fee the vanities of this time ſtate, 
and how: his poor mind had been 
hfted up in vanity ; he was allo, 
led to fee the inſufficiency of all 
earthly objects, and that nothing 
here in time, could give him any 
folid or ſubſtantial happineſs; he 
was likewiſe led to mourn, that 
ind ifference which he had ſhewn 
to his parents, who had ſhewn the 
1 </ _ greateſt 


UW 2 
greateſt affection to him. I men- 
tion this to ſhew the genuinenefs 
and openneſs of his ſoul, in men- 
tioning theſe things; he alſo men- 
tioned, that he had felt fore temp- 
tations ; how he had been buffeted. 
by Satan; one he ſpoke of which 
is worthy our notice, when I 
was in company with him, that he 
was in diſtreſs, in time of his ill- 
neſs, leaſt his conviction was not 
deep enough : Becauſe he had not . 
felt that horror that ſome ſpeak 
of. Yet notwithſtanding this, it was 
evident from his own teſtimony, 
that he was led to ſee his own 
depravity, wretchedneſs, and vile- 
neſs; it appears from his teſti- 
mony, that he was allured and 


drawn with the cords of loye, and 
D 2 that 


1997 


( 


that he was dandled upon the knee. 
He likewiſe expreſſed to me the 


great love, and affection he had 


for the people of God; it evi- 
dently appeared, that he had a 
great love for the followers of 
Chriſt, and he expreſſed a great 
love for this church in particular: 
he ſaid he had a great deſire, and 
wiſhed to live to come before 


this church, and tell what God 


had done for his ſoul ; upon which 
one of his parents ſaid, Child, you 
are already a member of them; 
alluding to his being brought to 
have a knowledge of Chriſt, I 
mention this to ſhew the. love he 


had to the children of God, &c. 


When 


( 45 ) 


When he ſaw his parents diſ- 
conlolate, he ſaid to his mother, 
I am going the way of all fleſh : 
but I have this promiſe, the Lord 
has aſſured me he will be with 
me; and that ſupported him un- 
der his afflictions, viewing them 


ſent in covenant love. 


The night before his diſſolu- 
tion I was with him Tome time; 
I aſked him how he found him- 
ſelf? He ſaid, I find myſelf quite 
happy; he was waiting as Moſes 

did to die at the mouth of the 
Lord : he was waiting for a happy 
change, the work was Cone, the 
lily was ready to be gathered from 
the Church Militant; and he had 


ſome 


© 


ſome intimation of the time of his 
departure, telling his father the 
time he was to go, and at the time 
he mentioned the Lord took him 
to himſelf. Thus I have told you 
ſome of the things I was a wit- 
neſs of; and the reſt of the things 

I have no doubt of their authen— 
ticity. 


And now my young friends, 
there are many of you in the pre- 
ſence of God juſt in the flower or 
bloom of life ; methinks it may be 
the caſe of you as it was with him 
before he was called by the grace of 
God]; your minds may be taken up 
with vanity and gaiety of apparel ; 
you are ſpending much time in 
decorating your bodies, and none 
can 


( 47 ) 
can tell, but ſome of you may 
this night be laid a breathleſs 
corple, and time with you may 
be no more! O how rejoiced 
would I and others be, if it was 
the pleaſure of the Lord that you 
were brought to think on your 
latter end, and to conſider that 
you are dying creatures. But how 
true are the Poets words; if death 
enters into our habitation, we take 
no note of time but from its lols: 
Death may have received his 
commiſſion to come to me or you 
to-night, and if you are found in 
your blood and fins; if you are 
found in the vanity of your minds; 
if you are found drunk, with the 
worſt of drunkenneſs, pride and 
folly, good would it be for you if 
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you had never been born: the 
Lord help you this night to con- 


ſider theſe things. And is the 


lovely youth departed? He who 


a few months fince raiſed a joyous 
expectation in the breaſt of his 
affectionate parents? has he for 
ever done with all tranſitory en- 
joyments? will the place that 
knew him know him no more? 
Yes; his unchanging Lord and 
Lover has taken him from the 
evil to come. O happy change! 
O ſweet diſmiſſion from earth, and 
ſin, to a Sabbath that will never 
break up, and concluding praiſe 


will be no more.— 


Suffer me to drop a word or 
two 


( 49 ) 


two to yon, the parents and rela- 


tions of the deceaſed; death has 
entered into your habitation. O 
that the Lord God may make it 


a ſanctified providence to you, 
ſo that you may calmly ſubmit 


to the affecting ſtroke of his 


ſovereignty. But my friends while 


you mourn your loſs, you have 


abundant reaſon to rejoice, for 
your Benjamin is not dead, but 
lives! lives to die no more! lives 
with Jeſus! triumphing in the 


ocean of boundleſs love! among 


the ſmiling throng of happy ſouls. 


To conclude. O how awtul 
will it be, if in any of you now 
preſent, ſhould be found in your 

E {ins 
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ans and blood in a dying hour. 
O that it may pleaſe the Lord to 
lead you to a throne of grace, 
and give you to know, that you are 
intereſted in theſe glorious and tru- 
ly precious words; (v:z.) © Bleſled 
are they. that hunger and thirſt 
after Righteouſneſs : For yy” a a 
be filled.“ 


The 
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The following were COM OSE Don the 
OCCASION. 


I, 
1 : HE deareſt relations muſt part, 


But then, it is but for a while, 
If engrav'd on Emanuel's heart 


We ſurely in glory ſhall ſhine. 
| . | | 
In garments waſh'd white with his blood, 
Our beautifi'd ſouls ſhall appear, 


And drink of the river of God 
That river like cryſtal moſt clear. 


III. 


(5% % 


III. 


Ah! who can expreſs the delights - 
Which the members of Jeſus enjoy! 
Ambroſial, the day of full light, 
With-odorous ſongs they employ. - 
"+300; 
No tempeſt, nor inſulting foe, 
Can annoy in the regions aboye.; 


But after the Lamb we fhall go, 
And baſk in the ocean of love. 


v. 


Ah! who then wou'd covet to ſtay 

In this Sodom! this dungeon of ſin, 
Bleſt angels ſhall bear mc away 

To Jeſus, my Saviour and King. 


VI. 


I long, but with calmneſs wou'd wait, 
My diſmiſfron from ſin and vile earth, 

I long, yet would humbly ſubmit, 
For fixed in thy love is wy death. 


J. A 


1 
1. 
Blooming youth is call'd away, - 
By thy divme command. 
We now the mournful tribute pay; 
Vet bleſs thy ſovereign hand. 


II. 


While ſorrow gives each riſing ſigh, 

Lord let this truth impreſt, 
With ſolemn power I too muit die, 
Sink deep into our. breaſt, 


III. 


Let this vain world alure no more, 
This world is not our home. 
Ol may we watch this prefent hour, 
For death this hour may come. 
LL IV. 
O may our ſouls to Jeſus fly, 
Who will his children ſave, 


And make our hope aſcend on high, 
And triumph o'er the-grave. 


V. Moſt 
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